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Thank you to our conference sponsors!  
 

    
 

 

  
 

Wednesday, October 25, 2023  
3:00 – 6:00 pm  
 

Check-In    Gearhart Hall 

5:00 – 6:30 pm  
 

Opening 
Panel  

Welcome  

Mental Health & High Achieving Minority 
Students  

Moderator: 

Dr. Georgeanna “Ann” Wright 

Director of University Honors 

Arkansas Tech University 

Panelists: 

Dr. Carlos Acosta, University of Arkansas 

Lia Childress, M.S., Chenal Family Therapy 

Xavier Smith, University of Arkansas 

Kymara Seals, Dre Seals Outreach Project 

Alejandro Ruiz, M.S., University of Florida 

Gearhart Hall 
026 

6:30 – 7:30 pm   
 

Reception   Gearhart Hall 
130 

Thursday, October 26, 2023  

9:00 am – 9:50 
am  
 

Session 1  

  

Welcome  CORD 349 

Honors Futures Hub  
Presenters: Louise Hancox, Chelsea Hodge, 
Johnathan Langley, Megan Hull 

University of Arkansas  

CORD 349 

10:00 am – 10:50 
am   
 

Session 2 - A  

  

 
 

Diversity and Inclusion: Adding Action to the 
Sentiment  
Presenter: Leah Horton  

University of Central Arkansas  
 

CORD 349 
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The Ethics of Honors Programs: Key Decisions 
for an Equity-minded Honors Program  
Presenter: John Gulley  

Piedmont Virginia Community College  
 

CORD 349 

10:00 am – 10:50 
am  
 

Session 2 - B    

Beyond Inclusion – Policies, Practices, and 
Peer Supports in Honors  
Presenters: Jennifer Lease Butts, Jaclyn 
Chancey, Kaitlin Heenehan  

University of Connecticut  
 

CORD 324 

11:00 am – 11:50 
am  
 

Session 3 - A 

Panel 
Presentation  

Towards a JEDI Distinction in the UNM Honors 
College  
Presenters: Kyle Harvey, Myrriah Gómez, Maria 
Szasz  

University of New Mexico  
 

CORD 349 

11:00 am – 11:50 
am  
 

Session 3 – B 

Workshop 

Strengthening Minority Cultures in Honors 
Through Integrated Minors and Study Abroad 

Presenters: Christopher Mead, Fanny 
Guadalupe Blauer, Brittney Mellin, Susana 
Lemus 

University of Utah 

CORD 324 

12:00 pm – 1:20 
pm  
 

Lunch  
 

  Gearhart 
Hall 130 

1:30 pm – 2:20 
pm  
 

Session 4  

STUDENTS  

What Does it Mean to be a Black Honors 
Student Ambassador at a PWI?  
Presenter: Jasmyne Nelson  

University of Florida  
 

CORD 349 

The Transformative Impact of the Honors 
Program on a Queer Student of Color  
Presenter: Phuc Phan  

University of Florida  
 

CORD 349 
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2:30 pm – 3:20 
pm   
 

Session 5 – A 

STUDENTS  

Defying Narratives: Empowering Black 
Excellence 
Presenter: Isaiah Adams  

Arkansas Tech University 
 

CORD 349 

2:30 pm – 3:20 
pm   
 

Session 5 - B  Introducing and Demystifying Honors in the 
Middle School Years: The MSU Detroit Early 
Honors Experience  
Presenters: Bess German, Erika Crews 

Michigan State University  
 

CORD 324 

Fostering K-12 Educational Equity Through 
Collegiate Outreach  

Presenter: Mili Jha  

Oklahoma State University  
 

CORD 324 

3:30 pm – 4:20 
pm  
 

Session 6  

Panel 
Presentation  

Inclusive Excellence Strategic Planning in 
Honors  
Presenters: Dr. Emily Ruth Rutter, Dr. Obed 
Gatica Frausto 

Honors College Equity Fellows: Sajahane Lloyd, 
Michaela Ayeh, Skai Mendez 

Ball State University  

CORD 349 

Friday, October 27, 2023  

9:30 am – 10:30 
am 

 

Poster 
Session 

Student Poster Presentations Gearhart Hall 
258 

9:00 am – 9:50 
am  
 

Session 7 - A Community Within Community: Affinity Groups 
for BIPOC and LGBTQ+ Honors Students  
Presenter: TehQuin Forbes 

University of Florida  

 

 
 

CORD 349 
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9:00 am – 9:50 
am  
 

Session 7 - B 

Panel 
Presentation  

  

Honors Education and Conversational 
Inclusivity  
Presenters: Anne Jackson, Graeme Harper, 
Meagan Slappey  

Oakland University  
 

CORD 324 

10:00 am – 10:50 
am  
 

Session 8 

Panel 
Presentation  

STUDENTS  

Framing Honors: Student Testimonials on the 
Honors Program 

Presenters: Amari Jones  

Yazmine Holmes, Abby Blevins, Emily Cueto  

Emory and Henry College  
 

CORD 349 

11:00 am – 11:50 
am  
 

Session 9 – 
A  

STUDENTS  

A Truly UnCommon Experience: Breaking Down 
the Educational Barriers for Marginalized 
Students  
Presenter: Jehlia C. Andrew-Brown  

University of Florida 
 

CORD 349 

Connecting Through Cultural Conversations  
Presenter: Bailey Evans-Williams  
 

CORD 349 

11:00 am – 11:50 
am  
 

Session 9 - 
B  

  

Making an IMPACT: A Service-Learning 
Program for Incoming First-Year Students  
Presenters: Erika Crews, Bess German 

Michigan State University  
 

CORD 324 

Breaking Through Barriers: Using a Scholarship 
Program to Emphasize an Honors Education  
Presenter: Sherece Smith  

Clemson University  

CORD 324 

12:00 pm – 1:20 
pm  
 

Lunch   Gearhart Hall 
130 

Lunch & Learn for Students 

Topic: Graduate and Professional School  

STUDENTS  

 

CORD 349 



   

Thank you to our conference sponsors!  
 

    
 

 

 

1:30 pm – 2:20 
pm   
 

Session 10  

STUDENTS  

Path to Honors  

Presenters: Jaylan Brown, Caleb Flores, 
Kennedy Hicks, Chloe Martinez 

University of Arkansas   
 

CORD 349 

2:30 pm – 3:00 
pm   

Closing  Dr. Lynda Coon & Xochitl Delgado Solorzano  CORD 349 

  


